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ABSTRACT 



Work and family form a core relationship in people's lives 
and many individuals struggle to balance these responsibilities. To explore 
this balance, some of the issues surrounding attitudes toward gender equality 
and work- family commitment as related to medical students, are examined in 
this report. The research focused on patterns of commitment to work and 
family among 271 medical students in an accelerated, six-year medical 
training program. The students' attitudes toward feminism and the women's 
movement were examined, as well as the extent to which commitment to work, 
commitment to family, and attitudes toward feminism and the women's movement 
interrelate. Results of the study revealed significant class rank differences 
in measures of work and family commitment, suggesting that third-year medical 
students were more committed to home and family than were students in lower 
ranks. A significant sex difference in scores on a measure of gender-role 
attitudes was also found, indicating that female medical students feel more 
positively than males about gains in equal rights made by the women's 
movement. Overall, the findings indicate that the students in the study felt 
committed both to career and family. (RJM) 
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The ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Student Services invites you to contribute to the ERIC database by providing 
us with a written copy of the presentation you made at the American Psychological Association’s 105th Annual Convention 
in Chicago August 15-19, 1997. Papers presented at professional conferences represent a significant source of educational 
material for the ERIC system. We don’t charge a fee for adding a document to the ERIC database, and authors keep the 
copyrights. 

As you may know, ERIC is the largest and most searched education database in the world. Documents accepted by ERIC 
appear in the abstract journal Resources in Education (RIE) and are announced to several thousand organizations. The 
inclusion of your work makes it readily available to other researchers, counselors, and educators; provides a permanent 
archive; and enhances the quality of RIE. Your contribution will be accessible through the printed and electronic versions 
of RIE, through microfiche collections that are housed at libraries around the country and the world, and through the ERIC 
Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). By contributing your document to the ERIC system, you participate in building 
an international resource for educational information. In addition, your paper may listed for publication credit on your 
academic vita. 

To submit your document to ERIC/CASS for review and possible inclusion in the ERIC database, please send the following 
to the address on this letterhead: 



(1) Two (2) laser print copies of the paper, 

(2) A signed reproduction release form (see back of letter), and 

(3) A 200-word abstract (optional) 



Documents are reviewed for contribution to education, timeliness, relevance, methodology, effectiveness of presentation, 
and reproduction quality. Previously published materials in copyrighted journals or books are not usually accepted because 
of Copyright Law, but authors may later publish documents which have been acquired by ERIC. However, should you 
wish to publish your document with a scholarly journal in the future, please contact the appropriate journal editor prior to 
submitting your document to ERIC. It is possible that some editors will consider even a microfiche copy of your work as 
“published” and thus will not accept your submission. In the case of “draft” versions, or preliminary research in your area 
of expertise, it would be prudent to inquire as to what extent the percentage of duplication will effect future publication of 
your work. Finally, please feel free to copy the reproduction release for future or additional submissions. 
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